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NATIONAL WEATHER SUMMARY 
For the Week of July 21-27 
HIGHLIGHTS: Precipitation focused mainly on the ern Rockies, through much of the Plains, and into 
southeastern third of the Nation. When violent the lower Mississippi Valley. 
storms lashed the central Plains and middle Missis- Early afternoon skies on Tuesday were sunny to 
sippi Valley, Illinois received the heaviest blow. partly cloudy over most of the Country. Later in 
In the southern Plains, heavy rains and rising wa- the day, however, thundershowers, highlighted by 
ters troubled Texas and Oklahoma. Across the Na- heavy rains, developed from the south Atlantic 


tion temperatures were warm and rose above normal Coast into the lower Mississippi Valley and Gulf 

in the West, Northwest, and parts of the northern Coast. Across the Plains, showers also sprang up, 
Plains. Cooler air, however, brought the mercury from the Dakotas into western Texas. Heaviest 

down in much of the Plains regions. rains soaked Redland, Tex., with over 2 inches in 
only 1 hour, and in Zachary, La., dumped 3 inches 
PRECIPITATION: After kicking up so many storms in 1 hour. Outside thunderstorm areas fair weath- 
across the Nation last week, the weather settled er spread through central U.S. to the Pacific Coast 
down somewhat on Monday. As precipitation with- and from the Ohio Valley and Great Lakes to the 


drew, sunny skies moved in over much of the Great northern Atlantic Coast. 
Lakes, Ohio Valley, Plateau, and Pacific Coast 


What started out as a quiet day on Wednesday grew 


regions. 
Coast as well, 
there. 


Conditions cleared along the Atlantic violent by late afternoon, when thunderstorms lashed 
as drier air pushed rains aside the central Plains and middle Mississippi Valley. 


Rainfall focused on areas from the north- 





Illinois was hardest hit. A tornado in Canton, I1l., 
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caused extensive damage and a number of injuries; 
and not far away 85 mph winds slammed Peoria. 
Elsewhere storms were numerous in the south Atlan- 
tic States but were more scattered toward the south- 
ern Plains. Meanwhile, the western and northeast- 


ern portions of the Country basked under sunny skies. 


By late Thursday, widespread, heavy thunderstorms 
had command of the southeastern third of the Nation. 
In this area a cold front chased heavy thunder- 
storms from northeast New York to northern Okla- 
homa. Throughout the day storms continued in the 
Midwest; reports from Canton, I1l., listed 5 fata- 
lities and 44 injuries from Wednesday's tornado. 

On the heels of warm, humid air that prompted Chi- 
cago to issue a livestock weather safety alert, 
drier cooler air edged towards the East and the 
South. To the West, storms dotted the Rockies and 
much of the intermountain region, following the 
overall trend of lighter, less general rainfall. 
In parts of Texas, however, rains again poured up 
to 4 inches in 1 hour. 

Showers and thundershowers followed a path from 
Arkansas to the eastern Gulf and southern Atlan- 
tic Coast States. The South grew quieter, as show- 
er; and storm activity from Georgia and Florida 
through the lower Mississippi Valley region and 
parts of Oklahoma and Texas became more scattered. 


Heavy rains and rising waters in the Gulf and 
Atlantic Coast States set the weather scene for 
Friday. Precipitation elsewhere played only a mi- 
nor role, as scattered thundershowers spread over 
the southern and central Plateau and into the Roc- 
kies. 

On Saturday, showers and thunderstorms extended 
from Oklahoma and Texas throughout the Gulf and 
into, the Atlantic Cogst States. Storm activity in 


the Southwest withdrew, but locally heavy rains 
still aggravated already saturated portions of 
Texas. 

The week ended much as it had begun, as precipi- 
tation on Sunday was light and widely scattered. 


TEMPERATURE: Following a brief respite, warmer 
weather returned to most of the Nation on Monday, 
as afternoon temperatures rose into the 80's and 
90's, even as far north as the central Plains. 
Highs in the 60's and 70's warmed the cooler moun- 
tain regions, and a few of the 70's moved along 
the Pacific Coast. 

"Hot" summed up the weather as middle-of-the- 
week temperatures over the Nation topped normal 
levels for this time of year. The eastern half 
the Nation suffered not only from the heat, but 
also the humidity. Some cooler air spread into 
the northern Plains, but elsewhere in the Nation's 
midsection, warm conditions persisted. 

The mercury advanced steadily in the South- 
west, until Thursday's heat blistered parts of 
the desert regions with highs that surpassed 110°. 
In contrast, highs in only the 60's made it chilly 
for July in parts of the Great Lakes region. As 
skies cleared towards the end of the week, night- 
time temperatures dipped into the 40's and 50's 
in portions of North Dakota, Wyoming, and Montana. 
Meanwhile, readings in the 70's prevailed through- 
out areas east of this cool air boundary. 

Sunny skies on Sunday produced warm weather in 
many parts of the Nation, particularly in the 
northern two-thirds of the Great Plains and the 
interior of the Pacific Coast. Havre, Mt., noted 
for its cool temperature readings, scored a sur- 
prising 106°. 


of 
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NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY 
For the Week of July 21-27 


HIGHLIGHTS: Precipitation centered mainly in the 
southeastern third of the Nation with heavy rains 
in Oklahoma, Texas, and Louisiana. Temperatures 
were normal to above normal throughout the Nation 
except in the Southwest. The Nation's winter 
wheat harvest is 80% complete, virtually the 

same as 1974 and normal, and continues to move 
northward. 


SMALL GRAINS: The small grain harvest continues 
into the North Central States as hot, dry 
weather hastens development. 

Winter wheat harvesting made rapid gains through- 
out much of the major growing area and by July 
27th, 80% of the 1975 crop was harvested, which 
brought it to the 1974 and normal pace. Kansas, 
Oklahoma, Texas, Missouri, Illinois, and Indiana 
are virtually finished with winter wheat harvest. 

Nebraska's harvest is 90% complete, the same 
as normal but 10 points below the excellent 
1974 pace. Combines moved rapidly in Colorado 
and 76% of the crop was harvested, compared to 
45% the previous week. 

Hot weather hastened ripening in Montana and 
Idaho; harvest is just starting. Winter wheat 
harvest in Washington is picking up, and is 20% 
complete in Oregon. 

Spring wheat was 7% swathed in Minnesota and 
21% combined in South Dakota. 


CORN: Hot weather over the major corn growing 
area along with smaller soil moisture supplies 
are causing some moisture stress to the crop. 
In nearly all the North Central States, corn 
prospects are still ahead of last year and nor- 
mal, however, additional moisture is needed to 
maintain rapid development. 

In Iowa, scattered rains were only somewhat 
beneficial; lower leaf burning is becoming more 
widespread; 67% of the fields compared with 72% 
average were 75% or more silked. Wisconsin corn 
is 40% silked, still ahead of a normal 25%. 
Early corn is setting ears and looks good. Some 
leaves are rolling on sandy knolls and light soils. 

Dry soil moisture conditions in Tennessee and 
Kentucky hampered development. Soil moisture is 
generally adequate in the South and East. 


COTTON: Cotton continued to make good develop- 
ment in most major producing States and the 
condition of the crop ranged from fair to excel- 
lent. 

Cotton was making excellent progress with ade- 
quate moisture in the Texas High and Low Plains. 
The Lower Rio Grande crop is open and ready to 
pick but wet weather is delaying progress. In 
Mississippi, cotton was 90% squaring, behind 
the 95% in 1974 and normal; 62% was blooming. 
Cotton in’ Arkansas was blooming and fruiting 
heavily; squaring progressed rapidly and some 
fields were being irrigated. Cotton in Oklahoma 
is late with 66% squaring, compared with 85% 
in 1974. 


SOYBEANS: 


In New Mexico, cotton was in fair condition 
with limited boll setting. In California, plants 
made rapid growth. 


Soybeans made satisfactory progress 


throughout the major producing area. Normal to 


slightly above normal temperatures prevailed in 


the North Central Region, and there was rain in 
the Southeastern States. 

In the North Central States, soybeans continue 
to develop ahead of 1974 and normal. In Illinois, 
the leading soybean producing State, 84% of the 
acreage was blooming and 53% setting pods. In 
Iowa, 45% was setting pods, 29% is the average. 
In Ohio 75% of the soybeans were setting, 40% 
in 1974; additional moisture is needed in the 
central and north central areas. Prospects in- 
proved for late Arkansas soybeans, and early 
beans were blooming and setting fruit. In 
Mississippi, 11% was podding. 

OTHER CROPS: Rains delayed completion of sorghum 
harvesting in south Texas; harvest was just start- 
ing in the Blackland areas. The Kansas crop was 
10% headed versus 20% average; some moisture 
stress is being experienced. 

Flue-cured tobacco harvest was 18% done in 
North Carolina, 51% in South Carolina, and 68% 
in Georgia. 

The Maine potato crop is in full bloom. Idaho 
potatoes made rapid progress; 65% closing middle. 
In Georgia, 98% of the peanuts were blooming; 
digging of early peanuts started in South Texas, 


FRUIT AND NUTS: Tart cherry harvest is winding 
up in south Michigan and is underway near 
Traverse City. In western New York, the harvest 
continues. Citrus trees in Florida are in excel- 
lent condition with adequate moisture; new crop 
fruit is progressing well. In California, pick- 
ing continues for apricots, apples, nectarines, 
peaches, pears and plums. Valencia oranges, 
avocados, lemons, and grapefruit are at seasonal 
levels. 


VEGETABLES : 
cauliflower, 


In California, supplies of broccoli, 
carrots, celery, and lettuce were 
available. Canning tomatoes were moving to 
processors from southern California. In the High 
Plains of Texas, wet fields slowed the onion and 
potato harvests. Supplies were in good volume for 
onions, cucumbers, cantaloupes, and watermelons. 
In Michigan, early cantaloupes were being har- 
vested; cucumber. and cabbage supplies are avail- 
able. In Florida, farmers were active preparing 
land for fall vegetables. 


PASTURES AND LIVESTOCK: Pastures and ranges in 
much of the Nation's midsection continue to decline 
as soil moisture is depleted. Ranges in Colorado, 
Idaho, Wyoming, and Montana were in favorable 
condition. Texas ranges were above average with 


abundant grazing, but hornflies, masquitoes, 
and ticks reached highest densities in years. 
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Temperature and Precipitation Data for the Week Ending Midnight, 1.s.t., 


July 27, 1975 
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STATE SUMMARIES OF WEATHER AND AGRICULTURE 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 


national scale. 


More detailed data are available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 


each Monday by SRS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service, NOAA, 


ALABAMA: Showers over most oft state during the 
week and were heaviest in the central part, yield- 
ing some locallv heavy rainfall. Temperatures ay- 
eraged near normal. 

Wet conditions limited fieldwork to 4.0 days. 
Insect control programs altered by frequent show- 
ers. Surplus soil moisture along Tennessee and 
Georgia borders, adequate elsewhere. Corn con- 
dition good to excellent; 90% tasseled, 90% 1974; 
45% dented, 25% 1974. Cotton condition good; 52% 
setting bolls, 75% 1974. Wet conditions resulted 
in increased insect problems. Soybean condition 
good; 51% blooming, 38% 1974. Peanuts 88% peg- 
ging, 100% 1974, condition good to excellent. 
Tomato harvest Chandler Mountain about over. 
Sweetpotato condition good. Hay harvesting inter- 
rupted by showers. Pasture condition mostly good. 
Cattle and calf marketings up from a year ago. 


ALASKA: A week of much above normal precipitation 
a result of numerous thundershowers, temperatures 
were normal to above normal except in Kodiak and 
Fairbanks area. 

Prospects for all crops are rated average to 
above throughout Railbelt area. Most of the 
grain fields have headed in Matanuska and Tanana 
Valleys. Grain averages about 30 in. Ground 
moisture supply was adequate to surplus in scat- 
tered areas. 


Summer rains 
near 


ARIZONA: Temperatures near normal. 
brought above normal precipitation to east, 
normal precipitation elsewhere. 

Cotton development good. Barley mostly com- 
plete, wheat nearing completion. Sorghum maturing. 
Harvest safflower continued. Sugarbeet harvest 
continued. Alfalfa hay harvest all areas. Spring 
cantaloups, watermelon harvest near completion 
Yuma County, still active Salt River Valley. Fi- 
nal picking Thompson grapes underway Salt River 
Valley. Grapefruit, Valencia orange harvest Yuma. 
Mite, thrip activity required controls. Val- 
encia picking terminated Maricopa County. Cat- 
tle, calves good condition. Ranges mostly fair 
to good. Water supplies mostly adequate. 


Temperatures ranged from 3° below nor- 
Extremes: 60 and 100°. 


ARKANSAS: 
mal to 1° above normal. 
Hottest first of week, cooler thereafter. Rains 
abundant. Many locations receiving over an inch. 
Weekly totals ranged from 0.12 in. to 4.85 in. 

Scattered rain but more needed. Soil moisture 
short. Fieldwork: 5 days. 
Squaring progressed rapidly. Early rice in boot 
stage or heading. Early fields drained for har- 
vest. Soybeans good condition. Corn maturing 
rapidly. Early sorghum boot to head. Pastures 
provided adequate feed except in northwest sec- 
tion. Apple and peach harvest continued. Water- 
melon harvest progressed well. Tomato picking 
nearly complete. 


CALIFORNIA: Few afternoon and evening thunder- 
showers northern mountains and Sierra Nevada 
early week. Continued warming inland areas. 
Weekly averages mostly slightly above normal ex- 
cept near normal south coast, extreme southeast 


portion, and sections of San Joaquin Valley. 
Wheat, barley harvest final stages. Sugar- 
beet harvest increasing rapidly. Corn, cotton, 


sorghum, rapid growth. 


Rice improved greatly. 


Cotton good condition. 


Safflower maturing. Dry beans growing well. Hay 
harvest active. Alfalfa seed bloom about over. 
Picking apricots, apples, nectarines, peaches, 
pears, plums, almonds, walnuts, prunes; olives 
developing well. Table grape harvest ending, 
Coachella Valley, active other areas. Valencia 


orange, avocado, lemon, grapefruit harvests at 
seasonal levels. Broccoli, cauliflower harvest 
continues. Cantaloups completed Imperial, increas- 


ing Westside. Carrots moving Salinas. Celery active 
Salinas. Honeydews continue Kern, Blythe, Sac- 
ramento Valley, lettuce active Salinas. Spring 

and summer potatoes declining. Canning tomatoes 


continues. Watermelon completed Imperial, under- 
way Kern. Rangeland dry. Supplemental feeding 
active. Herds culled and small grains grazed. 


Increased movement to irrigated pasture. 


COLORADO: Eastern plains precipitation ranged 
0.10 to 0.75 in., mountains 0.25 to 1.00 in. 
Temperatures seasonal northeast and west, else- 
where 1 to 6” above normal. Daily highs 80's to 
90's lower elevations, 60's to 80's mountains. 
Winter wheat 76% harvested, 94% 1974; 88% 
average; 91% ripe. Winter barley 93% ripe; 
78% harvested, 91% 1974, 81% average. Corn 
58 in.; tasseled 31%, 78% 1974, 60% average. 
First cutting alfalfa 95% complete, second 
cutting 22%. Tart cherry and apricot harvest 
active. Potato digging started in northeast. 
Fall potatoes good condition. Ranges, pastures, 
and livestock good condition. 


FLORIDA: Temperatures averaged near normal. Rain- 
fall averaged 2.50 in. except the Keys which aver- 
aged only 0.25 in. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate to excessive. 
Corn harvest active. Tobacco harvest about com- 
plete, marketing active. Soybeans, peanuts good 
to excellent condition. Hay-making continues. 
Sugarcane good condition. Frequent rains improved 
pasture production. Cattle, calves showing good 
weight gains. Producers are busy with fertiliza- 


tion, insect, disease control, other production 
practices. Watermelon season nearly completed in 
west. Fall land preparetion active throughout 


Citrus tree condition excellent, 
new growth abundant, new crop 
Valencia harvest near com- 


as showers permit. 
moisture adeauate. 
fruit progressing well. 


pletion. 
GEORGIA: Temperatures 1 to 3° below normal. ‘Show- 
ers much of week. Almost 5.00 in. Decatur Coun- 


ty, over 4.00 in. Liberty County. Heavy showers 
most sections over weekend. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Fieldwork 
very active where weather permitted, 4 days suit- 
able. Corn, soybeans, peanuts mostly good to ex- 
cellent. Cotton fair to mostly good, 86% setting 
bolls. Peanuts 98% blooming, 92% pegging. Tobac- 
co 68% harvested, 1974 72%, average 75%. Water- 
melons 79% harvested. Peach harvest near com- 
pletion, shipments through July 23, 1,544 carlots, 
last year 688. 


HAWAII: Weather favorable to crop progress. 
Heavy rains July 20 Waianae area Oahu damaged 
leaf crops. Most other crops benefited. Dry. 
conditions continuing Hamakua Coast of Hawaii. 
Pastures and sugarcane poor condition. 
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Light rains on Kauai replensih soil moisture 


in some dry pasture but more needed. Vegetable 
and melon supplies adequate. Banana supplies 
heavy. Papaya production decreasing. Pineapple 


harvesting active. Sugar harvesting steady. 


IDAHO: Temperatures 3 to 4° above normal. Scat- 
tered showers in south, 0.40 in. Pocatello, 0.50 
in. Caldwell. 

Crop development behind normal. High tempera- 
tures causing rapid development. Irrigation and 
summer fallow active. Winter wheat harvest star- 
ted; 6% ripe, 21% in 1974. Few fields of spring 
wheat and barley ripe, 1974 20%. Potatoes ra- 
pid progress 65% closing middles, 70% 1974. Se- 
cond cutting alfalfa 11% complete, 24% 1974. 
Pastures good high elevation, fair to good lower 
elevation. Cattle doing well. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures near normal. Precipita- 
tion variable, some heavy localized thunderstorms. 
Corn 91% silked, 50% 1974, average 64%; 40% 

dough stage, condition good to excellent. Soy- 
beans blooming 84%, 39% 1974, average 53%; 55% 
setting pods; condition good to excellent. Oats 
95% ripe, 93% 1974, average 90%; 70% crop har- 
vested, 70% 1974, average 58%. Second cutting 


alfalfa hay 72% cut, 63% 1974, average 62%. Crop 
mostly good to excellent. Pastures mostly good 
to excellent. Soil moisture 20% short, 72% ade- 


quate, 8% surplus. Fieldwork: 4.5 days suitable. 
INDIANA: Scattered showers then cool and partly 
cloudy. Showers early in period of 0.10 in. north- 
east, 0.30 in. east central to 0.50 to 0.70 in. 
elsewhere. Temperatures averaged near normal and 
ranged from 47 on 26th to 94 on 27th. 

Fieldwork averaged 5 days. Topsoil and sub- 
soil moisture short to mostly adequate. Oats 
80% combined, 45% 1974, 50% average. Rye 95% com- 
bined. Corn 75% silked, 30% 1974, 50% average. 
Soybeans 70% in bloom, 30% 1974. Soybeans 40% 
setting pods, 10% 1974, 20% average. Alfalfa hay 
70% cut second time. Pastures mostly fair. 


IOWA: Precipitation below normal only small areas 
receiving in excess of 0.50 in. Temperatures 
near seasonal normals. 

Scattered rains July 23 and 24 were somewhat 
beneficial, more rain needed. Moisture in criti- 
cal stage in many areas. Corn mostly fair to 
good. Lower leaf burning becoming more widespread. 
Corn 89% tasseled. Percent corn fields silked 
(75% or more) 67%, 63% 1974, 72% average. Scat- 
tered rains helped pollination in some areas. 
Percent soybeans bloomed (75% or more) 79%, 61% 
1974, 70% average. Soybeans setting pods 45%, 

18% 1974, 29% average. Growing condition of soy- 
beans fair to good. Oats 75% harvested, 75% 
1974, 61% average. Winter wheat harvest virtually 


complete, same 1974 and average. Second cut al- 
falfa 74% harvested, 69% 1974, 61% average. Se- 
cond cut Red clover 37% harvested, 38% 1974, 22% 


average. Topsoil moisture 91% short, 
Fieldwork averaged 6.4 days suitable. 


9% adequate. 


KANSAS: Temperature averages somewhat above nor- 
mal. Some scattered thundershowers northern coun- 


ties. Very little precipitation southern two- 
thirds; one-fifth of stations no measureable a- 
mounts. 


Few scattered showers. 
dry. 
15% 1974, 20% average. 
1974, 65% average; 


State generally very 
Row crops show stress. Sorghum 10% headed, 
Corn 70% tasseled, 80% 
dough 20% 15% 1974, 20% aver- 
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age. Soybeans 10% podding, 15% 1974, 25% aver- 
age. Alfalfa third cutting 15% complete, 30% 


1974, 25% average. 
moisture needed. 


Pasture condition good but 


KENTUCKY: Warm and humid throughout week, slight- 
ly cooler and less humid by weekend. Rainfall a- 
veraged less than 0.50 in. statewide with only 
isolated amounts to near 1.00 in. 

Soil moisture improved 59% short, 38% adequate, 
3% surplus. Fieldwork: 5.0 days suitable. Corn 
condition declining; 38% pre-silking, 41% silked, 
and 21% milk or later. Progress equal 1974 and 
average. Soybeans fair; 32% blooming, 26% 1974 
and average. Tobacco fair. Dry weather and black 
shank serious problems. Burley 12% blooming, 30% 
1974, 16% average. Late hay crop expected light 
if dryness continues. Pastures declined. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures near normal. Frequent 
thundershowers south, widely scattered thunder- 
showers north. Rainfall totals 3.00 to 5.00 in. 
southwest and eastcentral. Greatest 24-hour 
rainfall, 2.97 in. Crowley on July 23d. Tempera- 
ture extremes 98° at Alexandria July 26th, 68° 
Dequincy July 22d. 

Soil moisture surplus southern two-thirds, 
generally adequate remainder. Fieldwork possible 
3.6 days. Cultivation, insect control, haying, 
and pasture fertilization main activities. Early 
soybeans good to excellent, late soybeans poor 
to fair. Fields grassy, cultivation active. 
Cotton mostly fair, 50% setting bolls. Sorghum 
mostly good to fair, planting in windup stages. 
Corn harvest under way in south. Rice good to 
excellent south, fair to good north. Sugarcane 
growth excellent. Preparing land for planting 
Sugarcane. Sweetpotatoes good. Hay harvest 
active. Pastures average or above. Cattle good. 


MARYLAND AND DELAWARE: Temperatures normal to 3° 
above normal. Precipitation ranged from 0.03 in. 
to 3.90 in. Weekend sunny with lower temperatures. 

Corn crop 50% silked, 67% 1974, 53% average. 
Soybeans 20% bloomed, 12% last year. Third cut- 
ting alfalfa 15% complete. Vegetable harvest 
active. Apple and peach harvest continues. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures 2° below normal. Rains 
localized; dry in Southern and Upper Peninsula. 
Wheat harvest 75%, 40% 1974, 46% average. Corn 
50% silked, some fields in dough. Soybean pods 
30% set. Some dry beans showing moisture stress. 
Oat harvest less than 10% south. Potato harvest, 
Bay Area and statewide 5% harvested. Tart cher- 
ries winding up south; underway Traverse City. 
Apple and peach harvest south. Cabbage cutting 
15%. Cantaloupe harvest beginning. Sweet corn 
developing fast. Hay first cutting virtually 
complete; second cutting 30%, 17% average. Soil 
moisture short to adequate. Fieldwork: 5.5 
days suitable. 


MINNESOTA : 
3° above normal. 
itation average 0.40 in. 
in. below normal past 5-weeks. Continued dry hot 
weather hastened development. Winter wheat, rye 
Slightly more than 25% combined, about average 
progress. Other small grains ripening fast. 

Oats swathed 18%, both 1974 and average 31%; 
spring wheat swathed 7%, 1974 12%, average 10%; 
barley swathed 14%, 1974 21%, average 27%. Hot 
dry weather stressing row crops during pollina- 
tion stage. Corn tasseled and beyond 86%, 1974 
71%, average 76%. Soybeans 35% setting pods, 


A warm dry week. Temperatures 1 to 
Extremes: 101 and 42°. Precip- 
Extreme southwest 2.90 
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TOTAL GROWING DEGREE DAYS (GDD) 


Mar. 1-July 27, 1975 
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1974 19%, average 23%. Pastures not furnishing 
much feed in dry western areas as soil moisture 
in most areas short - northern areas short to 
adequate. 


MISSISSIPPI: Rainfall average 1.00 in. Tempera- 
ture extremes: 99° and 61°. Greatest 24-hour 
rainfall 2.75 in. at Louisville on 20th. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate. Fieldwork: 
days suitable. Cotton 90% squaring, 95% 1974, 
95% average; 62% blooming; 35% setting bolls, 
72% 1974. Soybeans 25% blooming, 25% 1974, 28% 
average; 11% podding. Corn 80% tasseled, 74% 
Silked, 47% dough stage, 30% dented. Sorghum 
31% headed and rice 6%. Cucumbers 90%, peaches 
81%, watermelons 48%, and hay crops 48% harvested. 
Peaches in poor to fair condition. Other crops 
in fair to good condition. 


4.7 


Temperatures 1 to 3° above normal south 
and central; 1 to 3° below normal north. Precip- 
itation 1.00 in. to 1.50 in. southeast and 0.50 
in. or less elsewhere. 

Six days suitable for fieldwork. Corn 80% 
Silked, 68% 1974, 69% normal; condition 14% 
poor, 57% fair, 27% good, 2% excellent. Soy- 
beans 57% blooming, 27% 1974, 55% normal; condi- 
tion fair to good. Cotton 87% setting bolls, 


MISSOURI : 


60% 1974, 53% normal; condition fair to good. Oats 
harvest 94% complete, 97% 1974, 90% normal. Alfal- 
fa hay 2d cutting 86% complete, 88% 1974. Clo- 


tim hay 90% complete, 87% 1974. Soil moisture 
supplies slightly improved at 83% short, 16% 
adequate, and 1% surplus. Pasture condition gen- 
erally poor to fair. 

hot week. Southwest and southcen- 


MONTANA: Dry, 


tral above normal precipitation, elsewhere well 
below average. 


Most of the precipitation fell 


as showers early week. Hot weather hastening 
maturity. Soil moisture adequate. Most crops good 
condition. Winter wheat 5% ripe, 1974 60% ripe-- 
normal 30%. Spring wheat 10% turning, 80% headed. 
Barley and oats 15% turning, 80% headed. Hay har- 
vest 85% complete Ist cutting alfalfa, 50% done 
wild hay. Range feed supply adequate. Livestock 


condition good to excellent. 


NEBRASKA: Isolated thunderstorms with heavier 
amounts south central. Temperatures near normal. 
Topsoil moisture supplies 1% surplus, 51% ade- 

quate, and 48% short. Subsoil moisture supplies 
45% adequate and 55% short. Winter wheat 90% cut. 
1974 virtually complete, normal progress 90%. 
Irrigated corn condition mostly good, 70% silked, 
80% 1974. Dryland corn mostly good with 55% 
silked, 50% 1974. Sorghum and soybeans conditions 
mostly good. Soybeans podded. Alfalfa hay 20%, 
1974 20%, 15% normal, 80% second cutting harvested. 
Sugarbeets and dry beans making good progress. 
Irrigation is continuing. Pasture and range feed 
supplies adequate 52% and short 48%. 


NEVADA: Sunny, 5 to 10° above normal temperatures. 
Extremes: 110° Logandale and Las Vegas, 40° 
Caliente. Precipitation trace amounts widely 


scattered areas with McDermitt and Mountain City 
weekly totals around 0.50 in. 

Second cutting alfalfa underway in north, yields 
disappointing; fourth crop beginning southern 
valleys. Small grain harvest full swing with near 
ideal weather. Range feed fair to good. Livestock 
losses to coyotes heavy. 


NEW ENGLAND: Above normal temperatures and high 
humidities eased with cold front and rain July 
2lst. Squalls and rain again July 24th ended 
uncomfortable period. 
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Vegetable harvest full volume. Sweet corn silk- 
ing, warm weather has bunched maturity. Maine's 
potato crop full bloom. 
Early blueberries and peaches being picked southern 
areas - northern area high blueberry harvest 
expected August 3d. Apples and pear outlook remain 
favorable. Pastures short. Second cutting of hay 
general south, starting north. 


‘WEW JERSEY: Temperatures averaged 2° below normal. 
Extremes: 47° at Newton on the 28th and 92° at 
Toms River on the 24th. Weekly rainfall averaged 
2.59 in. north, 0.64 in. central and 0.44 in. 
south. Estimated soil moisture, in percent of 
field capacity, averaged 90% north, 75% central 

and 66% south. 

Soil moisture excessive in many areas. Field 
work advancing as soils dry. Crop conditions vary 
by area. Maintaining an adequate spray program 
difficult. Processing tomato harvest begun. Blue- 
berry harvest declining. Summer apples in good 
supply. Peach harvest increasing. Grain harvest 
continues as conditions permit. Early planted 
field corn and soybeans growing well. Pastures 
and hay crops making heavy growth. 


NEW MEXICO: July thundershowers almost daily. 
‘San Juan Basin light rainfall. Rainfall, 4 in. 
or more near Clovis to north of Roswell early 
week. Heavy rains in extreme southwest last half 
of week. Temperatures averaged from near to 
about 5° cooler than normal. 

Rain many areas, moisture supplies adequate. 
Ranges - livestock fair to good. Cotton poor 
to fair, limited boll setting. Alfalfa fair to 
good. Grain sorghum good, some heading. Corn 
good, mostly tasseled. Wheat - barley harvest 
continued, complete many areas. Apples poor- 
fair. Onions - peanuts good. 


NEW YORK: Precipitation continued above normal 
east while west remained dry. Most rain on 
Thursday. Three-week departures show excessive 
rain south, north and west remained dry. Tempera- 
tures near normal. 

Second cutting alfalfa 35% complete. Corn 
condition very good. Wheat harvest 55% complete. 
Oat harvest just beginning. Pasture condition 
poor to fair. Early potato harvest underway. 
Snap bean and sweet corn harvest picking up. 
Cabbage, beets, and tomatoes progressing well, 
harvest to start early August. Early peach 
harvest starting Hudson Valley. Lodi and Quinte 
apples harvested. Tart cherry harvest continues 
in west. Hail damage to grapes in the Silver 
Creek area. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Hot humid weather with scattered 
showers and thundershowers and locally excessive 
precipitation. 

Corn improved, little change soybeans, some 
decline peanuts and cotton, all rated fair to 
mostly good. Flue-cured harvest active all belts, 
overall 18% harvested, 1974 27%, average 16%. 
Sweetpotatoes mostly good. Irish potatoes fair 
to good. Spring harvest nearly complete. Peaches 
66% picked, 70% 1974, 52% average. Picking summer 
apples underway. Hays harvest slowed, 72% cut, 
68% 1974. Pastures continue improving, mostly 
good. Days suitable for fieldwork 3.3. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Temperatures ranging 4° above 
normal northwest to 1° below normal northeast. 
Top temperature 97° Williston and Watford City, 
on 25th. Low temperature 47° at Pretty Rock on 
24th. Precipitation ranging 0.44 in. below nor- 
nigl in the southwest to 0.41 in. above normal in 


Cranberries sizing rapidly. 


the southeast. Weekend near normal temperatures 
and no precipitation. 

Rains southeast and east central delayed haying 
and swathing early fields briefly but operations 
in full swing by weekend. Elsewhere haying weather 
ideal. Crops developing rapidly with hot, dry 
weather. Virtually all small grains headed. 
Topsoil moisture shortage spreading. Crops begin- 
ning to hurt drier areas. Swathing barley well 
started south and northeast. Wheat swathing 
barely Vegun. Barley combining to begin this 
week. Pastures and livestock still good. 


OHIO: Normal or above temperatures entire week. 
Range: 49 to 91°. Scattered thunderstorms 24th 
and 27th. Greatest rainfall northeast up to 1.15 
in. Many stations received none. 

Harvest completed: Wheat over 95%, virtually 
complete 1974, and 90% normal; oats, 65%, 60% 
1974, and 50% normal; alfalfa hay second cutting, 
80%, 65% 1974, and 55% normal; clover timothy 
hay second cutting 50%, 45% 1974 and 35% normal. 
Corn: 80% silked, 50% 1974 and normal; dough 
stage, 15%, less than 5% 1974, and normal. Soy- 
beans: 75% setting pods, 40% 1974 and normal; 
15% pods set, 5% 1974 and normal. Fall plowing 
for wheat 5%, 5% 1974 and normal. Moisture sup- 
plies: 29% short, 62% adequate and 9% surplus. 
Row crops experiencing moisture stress central 
and north central. Six days favorable for field- 
work. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures generally below normal. 
Precipitation averaged from 0.43 in. Panhandle 
to 4.04 in. westcentral. Weekend very warm and 
rain occurred most areas except Panhandle. 

Field crop conditions declined early in week 
under hot, sunny skies. Widespread rains fell 
in all but Panhandle and northwest. Corn 90%, 
tasseling, ahead recent years. Sorghums 40% 
headed, 55% 1974, 40% average. 66% cotton acre- 
age squaring, compared 85% 1974, but near average. 
Peanuts making good growth with 20% acreage 
spiking, and soybeans 33% blooming, both same as 
year ago. Third cutting alfalfa 30% complete. 
Alfalfa seed prospects fair to poor. Ranges 
should continue good after rains renewed growth. 


OREGON: Temperatures 3 to 8° above normal. 
Maximums 60's and 70's along coast; 80's and 
90's interior sections. Minimums ranged in 40's 
and 50's. Precipitation was 0.50 in. or less. 
Wheat 20% harvested. Grain harvest in full 
swing Columbia Basin counties. Western counties 
starting barley harvest. Oats, vetch, grass 
seed harvest continuing. Second cutting haying 
continuing. Mint and hops fair to good. Black- 
berry, boysenberry, raspberry, loganberry, blue- 
berry harvest continuing. Craneberries develop- 
ing normally. Sweet cherry harvest nearly finished 
Willamette Valley,just starting Union County. 
Tart cherry harvest beginning. Peaches going 
to market. Filberts, prunes, walnuts good. 
Green bean harvest activity increasing. Green 
pea harvest continuing. Broccoli is being cut. 
Sweet corn is tasseling. Potato crop good. 
Ranges and pastures drying up. Cattle, calves 
look good. Feed and water supplies adequate. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Hot and humid through July 25; 
cool and dry weekend. First real relief from 
heat and humidity in nearly two weeks over week- 
end. Temperatures from 4 to 6° above normal 
first half to 6 to 8° below normal last half. 
Extremes: 45° to 95°. Thunderstorms July 24 
provided 1.90 to 1.50 in. northern and eastern 
border counties, while parts of southcentral and 
southeastern areas received no rain. 
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Soil moisture adequate. Major activities hay- 
ing, spraying, mowing, small grain harvest. 
Corn 62 in. tall, 9 in. over 1974. Barley 75% 
harvested, same as 1974. Wheat 49% ripe, 37% 
harvested, a week behind 1974. Oats 43% ripe, 
8% harvested, same as 1974. Alfalfa hay second 
cut 45%. Clo-tim first cut 93%. Quality of hay 
fair to good. Feed from pasture average. Har- 
vest active on tomatoes, sweet corn, early apples, 
ending on cherries. Some peaches splitting from 
too much rain, 


PUERTO RICO: Island average rainfall 1.93 in. 
or 0.41 in. above normal. Highest weekly total 
4.92 in. at Jayuya followed by 4.59 inches at 
Corral Viejo. Temperatures averaged about 79 to 
81° coasts and 73 to 75° interior. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures averaged near nor- 
mal, little day-to-day change. Rainfall heavier 
than normal totaling 1.00 to 3.00 in. most areas. 
Excessive rain hindered all field activities. 
Weeds, grasses, insects increasing problem. Cot- 
ton condition fair to good; 90% squaring, 98% 1974, 
95% average; 86% setting bolls, same as 1974. 
Corn good: 97% silked, 99% 1974; 73% dough stage, 
88% 1974, 78% average; 40% mature, 25% 1974, 22% 
average. Tobacco fair to good; 51% harvested, 
65% 1974, 58% average. Soybeans fair to good 
condition. Peaches 71% harvested, 84% 1974, 72% 
average. Watermelons 78% harvested, 85% 1974, 
88% average. Pastures, Lespedeza, grapes, pea- 
nuts fair to good condition. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures averaged from 6° 
below normal to 4° above normal. Precipitation 
received ranged from 0.00 in. north to 2.67 in. 
south central. 

Hot, dry winds continued to delay corn and soy- 
bean growth, burn small grains and force late 
seeded grains to ripen prematurely. Spring 
wheat 62% ripe, 1974 near 100%,normal 62%. Oats 
83% ripe, 1974 94%,normal 81%. Barley 86% ripe, 
both 1974 and normal near 100%. Spring wheat 
21% combined, 1974 51%, normal 28%. Oats 41% 
combined, 1974 56%, normal 45%. Barley 44% com- 
bined, 1974 70%, normal 52%. Rye 52% combined, 
1974 83%, normal 67%. Winter wheat 76% com- 
bined, 1974 97%, normal 73%. Flax 12% ripe, 
1974 23%, normal 12%. Soybeans 84% in or past 
bloom stage, 1974 80%, normal 76%. Sorghum 
11% headed, both 1974 and normal 10%. Corn 
55% tasseled, 1974 44%, normal 48%. Second 
cutting alfalfa 61% harvested, 1974 44%, nor- 
mal 43%. Pastures west and north generally 


good condition, south and east short and drying up. 


TENNESSEE: Widespread thundershowers midweek. 
Heavier amounts in west. Temperatures averaged 
near to slightly above normal. 

Crop conditions variable. Soybeans set pods 


20%, 1974 5%, average 10%. Early corn hurt by 
drought. Late corn generally good. Dough stage 
40%, 1974 25%, average 35%. Cotton setting bolls 


55%, 1974 30%, average 45%. 


TEXAS: Thunderstorms caused heavy rains large 
portion north late 24th to midday 25th. Most 
other sections near normal to 2.5 in. above 
normal. Temperatures near normal over east 


while west ranged 2° below normal in southwest 
to 8° below normal in northwest. 

Cotton excellent progress though heavy insect 
infestations developed Blacklands. 
Lower Rio Grande Valley cotton crop open, 


Low Plains, 
ready 


pick but wet weather delaying progress. Most 
farmers Coastal Bend south have defoliated in 
preparation for harvest. Sorghum harvest nearing 
completion Coastal Bend, Lower Rio Grande Valley, 
rapidly moving north. Farmers completing harvest 
sunflowers south, southcentral while High, Low 
Plains sunflowers still in bloom stage. Peanuts: 
satisfactory progress, but need rain to maintain 
growth rates; digging early peanuts started south, 
prospects generally good. Harvest corn, sorghum, 
peanuts, rice satisfactory progress southern 
areas. Major crops percent harvested: Cotton 
1975 0, 1974 2, average 1; corn 1975 2, 1974 7, 
average 4; sorghum 1975 29, 1974 36, average 29; 
peanuts 1975 1, 1974 0, average 3; rice 1975 13, 
1974 12, average 30. High Plains: Onion, 

potato harvest slowed wet fields. Cucumber har- 
yest continues. Light carrot, sweet corn harvest 
underway. Trans-Pecos: Onion harvest rapidly 
nearing completion. Cantaloup harvest full swing. 
North: Cantaloups, tomatoes, squash, okra, cucum- 
bers, watermelons being harvested. East: Tomato 
harvest passed peak. Watermelon harvest full 
swing. Central: Watermelons peak production. 
Peach harvest nearing completion central, Hill 
Country, harvest light crop east, north con- 
tinues. Surplus moisture keeping ranges, pas- 
tures above average condition. Grazing abundant. 
Livestock condition reflects excellent grazing 
Situation. Hornflies, mosquitoes, ticks reached 
highest densities in years. Hay harvest continues 
with yields generally good; some rain damage sus- 
tained on wind rows. 


UTAH: Few isolated afternoon and evening thunder- 
showers. Accumulated amounts generally light. 
Average temperatures near normal for period except 
3 to 5° above Uintah Basin. 

Nonirrigated soil moisture declining but irri- 
gation water ample. Winter wheat 6% ripe, 2% 
harvested. Sweet cherry harvest to end last of 
July, tart cherries middle of August. Apples, 
peaches, and pears making satisfactory progress. 
Good second crop alfalfa hay is expected. Live- 
stock condition good. 


VIRGINIA: Rainfall light to moderate, greatest 
amount west, southwest. Temperatures averaged 
little above normal. Highest 96°, lowest 58°. 

Open weather swung crop situation back near 
normal. Fieldwork: 3.9 days suitable. Topsoil 
moisture: 11% short, 69% adequate, 20% surplus. 
Corn responding well, 96% normal compared 90% 
average, 72% silked. Corn silage harvest started. 
Soybeans near normal; some problems weeds. 
Tobacco improving rapidly. Flue-cured harvest 
slow. Peanuts good; problems weeds and pests. 
Wheat harvest near end; weather damage, sprout- 
ing. Haying good. Vegetable harvest well under 
way, some problems tomatoes. Peach harvest con- 
tinues. Pastures excellent. 


WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures varied from 
slightly below normal on coast to as much as 4° 
above normal inland. Precipitation negligible. 

Strawberry harvest nearly complete. Raspberry 
picking full swing. Blackberry harvest begun. 
Lettuce harvest continued. Green pea harvest 
progressing well. Seed crop harvest underway. 
East: Temperatures varied from 4° below normal 
to 5° above normal. No measurable precipitation. 

Picking apricots, early peaches. Mint harvest 
continued. Dry peas harvest, second cutting 
alfalfa almost completed. Digging early Norgold 
potatoes under way. Farmers treating some sugar- 
beet fields for powdery mildew. Harvest winter 
wheat picking up. Bluegrass seed harvest begun. 
Early onion harvest proceeded. 
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WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures near normal. High- less than in 1974. Rye and high moisture barley 
est temperature 96° Clay, lowest 39° Canaan being harvested. No oats combined yet, 1974 2%, 
Valley. Rainfall near normal central and south- normal 5%. Second crop hay 25% harvested, 1974 
ern areas, below normal elsewhere. 20%, normal 17%. Quality better on 2d crop as 
Favorable work days 4.6. Soil moisture 38% weather drier. Soybeans look good, need more 
short, 51% adequate, and 11% surplus. Main acti- rain though. Pasture conditions lowered by hot, 
vities: Haying, combining and harvesting small dry weather. Harvesting continuing for late 
grains, and clipping pasture. First cutting peas, early potatoes, snap beans, cucumbers, 
of hay 93% complete, second cutting 16%, Barley beets, cabbage and cherries. Soil moisture 75% 
91% harvested, wheat 67%, and oats 32%. Corn, short, 25% adequate. 
oats, pasture and hay in good condition. Pota- 
toes fair to good. Tobacco mostly fair condition. WYOMING: Temperatures below seasonal normal. 
Precipitation sparse, all drainages below normal. 
WISCONSIN: Temperatures near normal. Rainfall Harvest winter wheat underway, 15% combined. 
less than 0.50 in. except in south. Locally heavy Favorable weather aided progress small grains. 
rainfall of up to 2.00 in. in some southcen- Barley and oats 85% headed. Percent mature: 
tral locations. spring wheat 15%, barley 5%, oats 2%. Corn 10% 
More moisture needed to maintain crop develop- tasseled. Percent in bloom stage: potatoes 40%, 
ment. Corn leaves rolling on sandy knolls and dry beans 20%. Showers improved condition native 
light soils. Corn 40% silked,1974 10%, normal hay and rangeland. Although slightly behind nor- 
25%. Early corn setting ears, looks very good. mal, most crops good condition. Livestock water 
Winter wheat harvest progressing, yields appear supplies adequate. 





WORLD WEATHER AND CROP UPDATE 


BRAZIL: Frost in mid-July is expected to claim 
60-70 percent of Sao Paulo's 1975/76 coffee crop 
and 5-10 percent of its sugarcane. The intense 
cold also hurt pastures, tomatoes, wheat, and 
bananas in that State. Because of frost damage, 
virtually no coffee will be harvested next year 
in Parana, and only 25-33 percent of its normal 
harvest is projected for 1977/78. In Mato Grosso, 
1976 coffee production will be slashed by 70 per- 
cent and sugarcane by 20 percent. Minas Gerais 
will suffer a 30 percent loss in 1976 coffee pro- 
duction and 20 percent sugarcane loss. ¥ 

Cold weather also harmed early wheat in Parana, 
reducing Brazil's 1975-76 wheat crop prospects 
from 3.5-3.8 million tons to about 3 million. 

Throughout the freeze zone of southern Brazil, 
frost burned pastures, and this will result in 
higher than usual livestock slaughter. 


CARIBBEAN: July rains eased the severe drought 
in parts of the Caribbean, but the extent of 
relief is not yet known. 


ELSEWHERE: Rains during the week ending July 

28 brought some relief from drought to Sweden, 
East Germany, and Poland. Scattered showers fell 
in the USSR spring wheat area,and the PRC's north- 
ern area also picked up additional rain. Elise- 
where, flood-ravaged areas of the Danube Basin re- 
ceived little additional rain. 
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HADED AREA |NDICATES 
INCREASE OR NO CHANGE 


2 IN INDEX DURING WEEK 
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The map above gives a general picture of how wet or 
dry the nation was last week. The lines show the crop- 
moisture situation according to an index computed from 
values of temperature and precipitation by areas. Previous 
weekly computations of soil moisture account for the effect 
of prior weather. 

Shaded areas are those where precipitation increased 
the index last week or where soils did not dry. Unshadéd 


UNSHADED AREAS: INDEX DECREASED 


ABOVE 3.0 SOME DRYING BUT STILL EXCESSIVELY WET 
2.0 to 3.0 MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED, WORK DELAYED 
1.0 to 2.0 FAVORABLE, EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS 
Qo to 1.0 FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH AND FIELDWORK 
0 to -1.0 TOPSOIL MOISTURE SHORT, GERMINATION SLOW 
-1.0 to -2.0 ABNORMALLY DRY, PROSPECTS DETERIORATING 
-2.0 to -3.0 TOO DRY, YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED 
-3.0 to -4.0 POTENTIAL YIELDS SEVERELY CUT BY DROUGHT 
BELOW -4.0 EXTREMELY DRY, MOST CROPS RUINED 


areas dried last week. The centers of wet or dry areas 
are marked: W for wet; D for dry. Use the legend to 
interpret. 

Local variations caused by isolated rain or by soil 
differences are not shown. Any interpretation must 
consider the type of agriculture and the stage of crop 


development. 
SHADED AREA: INDEX INCREASED OR DID NOT CHANGE 
ABOVE 3.0 EXCESSIVELY WET SOME fIELDS FLOODED 
2.0 to 3.0 TOO WET, SOME STANDING WATER 
1.0 to 2.0 PROSPECTS ABOVE NORMAL, SOME FIELDS TOO WET 
0 to 1.0 MOISTURE /DEQUATE FOR PRESENT NEEDS 
0 to -1.0 PROSPECTS IMPROVED BUT RAIN STILL NEEDED 
“1.0 to -2.0 SOME IMPROVEMENT BUT STILL TOO DRY 
-2.0 to -3.0 DROUGHT EASED BUT STILL SERIOUS 
“3.0 to -4.0 DROUGHT CONTINUES RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 
BELOW ~4.0 NOT ENOUGH RAIN STILL EXTREMELY DRY 
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1975 HARVESTING PROGRESS 


Percent of Acreage Harvested 
(As of July 27) 





WINTER WHEAT 
Average 1974 1975 





Colo. 88 94 76 
cae 100 100 100 
Ind. 2/ 2/ 1/ 
Kans, 100 100 100 
Mo. 1/ 1/ 1/ 
Neb. 90 100 90 
Ohio 90 100 95 
Okla. 100 100 100 
Ore. 2/ 2/ 20 
S. Dak. 73 97 76 
Tex. 100 100 100 
We We 80 ol 80 


1/Virtually complete 
2Z/Not available 








